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The freedom to make and 
remake our cities and ourselves 
is, I want to argue, one of the 
most precious yet most 
neglected of our human rights.

–Henri Lefebvre



• Partners from mul.ple sectors
• Different channels for advocacy

A coalition at work
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Housing Transitions In Gentrifying Spaces
Impact on Health & Aging 
https://vimeo.com/170819686
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1) How do we support older adults in residential 
transition if they want to move, need to move, or 
are forced to move to promote healthy aging?

2) How do we plan and build housing choices for 
those across socioeconomic spectrums and life 
histories, particularly in changing contexts? How 
to improve quality in congregate senior housing?
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Relocation Amidst Revitalization:
Recreating Social Worlds for Older Adults

Project

Student 
Involvement

(Team 
Ethnography)

Change 
AGEnts 
Initiative

John A. Hartford 
Foundation

Contributions
Co-authored with 
Community Members:

o 2 book chapters
o 2 peer-reviewed papers
o 1 invited paper
o International/national 

presentations
o State/Local presentations

Displaced 
Older 
Adults
Study 

Participants

Student 
Involvement

Team 
Ethnography

Partners in 
Research (CBPR)

St. Aloysius Parish
United Community 
Housing Coalition

John A. Hartford 
Foundation

Change AGEnts 
Initiative
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Value collaborations (and their 
grocery delivery lists)
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Findings: Environmental Health Concerns-Construction
“…they start construction way before we moved. 
And a lot of people got sick. Some people 
died… Friend of mine died a day before he's 
supposed to move. What they were doing is 
demolition these rooms. They were knocking 
walls down. And by the building being over a 
hundred years old, there was a lot of lead-based 
paint, carcinogens in the walls.”

–Greg, age 72 during move,
lived at previous building for 10 years Research Question 

How do older adults living in 
urban environments experience 
involuntary relocation?
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Findings: Need for Better Information
“Ha! You call that manage? I thought it was 
horrible. I thought it was terrible. I don‘t know 
what in the world they’re talking about. None of 
us did. We had a dozen meetings with the 
different companies, the different people. And it 
left all of us in a nervous state.”

–Mary, age 93 during move, 
lived at previous building for 28 years

Research Question 
How do older adults living in 
urban environments experience 
involuntary relocation?
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Findings: Jeopardizing Housing Voucher

“And my sister lived in (name of building) with 
me and she was… she didn't trust the move. So 
she just moved out before. And she ended up in 
a place where she lost her Section 8 and she's 
disabled. It's just... I think they should’ve had 
more people to explain it better and I don't 
know... it wasn't good.”

–Ann, age 63 during move,
lived at previous building for 5 years 

Research Question 
How do older adults living in 
urban environments experience 
involuntary relocation?



H
ousing

 &
 Infrastructure

Research Question 
How do older adults living in 
urban environments experience 
involuntary relocation?

Findings: Role of Older Adults in Urban Renewal
“I felt that if they was going to upgrade the 
building. Which we were complaining about long 
before they came in. About making certain 
changes to that building. I felt that they didn't 
have no regards to the seniors. They wanna 
construct this for younger people. Vitalize the 
downtown. And we was not to be a part of it.”

–Debbie, age 58 during move, 
lived at previous building for 3 years
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Implications for Practice & Policy

Incorporate trauma informed housing assessments in work with older adults.

o Who decides?
Older Adult, Family, Service Providers

o What’s at stake?

Emotional, Health-related and Financial Concerns

Use Relocation Assessment Tool (Perry et al., 2015).

Advocate for housing options and quality across the 
socioeconomic spectrum.



ADVOCACY & POLICY

Senior Appreciation Day 2019



ADVOCACY and POLICY
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Ongoing Research

Safety and Renovation in a Pandemic & Beyond
Feb 2021
Special Issue: Late-Life Poverty and Housing Precarities
Co-Authors:

Non-profit developer
Tenant Organizer
Vice President of Housing
Project Manager
Vice President of Detroit’s Health Authority

March 2021
Community Event: Key Issues on Safety and Renovation for Senior Buildings
Presenters: 

City Housing and Revitalization Department
SHP-D Coalition Members

https://youtu.be/jcxUVbXHrzk?t=1518


Covid-19 Deaths in Detroit 
81.2% of deaths – African Americans

“That even as we grieved, we grew”
–Amanda Gorman

National Youth Poet Laureate
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Addressing COVID-19 Health 
Outcomes

o Highlighting safety concerns of residents and staff.

o Successfully advocating testing and vaccines be 
brought to senior buildings.

o Addressing food insecurity in senior buildings.
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• Partners from multiple sectors
• Different channels for advocacy

A coalition at work

How to think about a coalition’s work in a 
post-COVID-19 environment?


